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HIST 4304 Global Sports History 
Syllabus – Spring 2015 

(Course Meets in MB2270, T-Th 12:30-1:45) 
 

Professor: 
Derek Catsam 
Office: MB 4126, x. 2311 
Office Hours: 10:00-11:00 T-Th, 6:00-7:00 pm T, 12:00-2:00 W, and by appointment. 
E-mail: catsam_d@utpb.edu 
 
Required Textbooks: Available at the college bookstore and online – you may be able to save 

money by using sources such as Amazon (www.amazon.com), Barnes & Noble’s website 
(www.bn.com) and used bookstore sites such as www.alibris.com.   

 
Stephen Amidon, Something Like the Gods: A Cultural History of the Athlete From Achilles to 

LeBron 
John Fox, The Ball: Discovering the Object of the Game 
Guy Walters, Berlin Games: How the Nazis Stole the Olympic Dream 
Robert Andrew Powell, This Love is Not For Cowards: Salvation and Soccer in Ciudad Juárez 
 
There may also be extra reading that I hand out over the course of the semester that is not 
included in this syllabus but for which you will be accountable. 
 
Course Description and Objectives: Sports, politics, and social issues merge and intertwine in 
global society. And these trends are not new. The Olympic movement has always been 
politicized even as politicians and athletes have proclaimed that sport and politics should not 
mix. Problems with race and gender have revealed themselves in sport, which sometimes has led 
and sometimes followed on addressing these issues. In this class we will look at and try to 
develop a greater understanding of the intersections of sports, politics, and social issues in global 
history with particular emphasis on the twentieth century.   
 
Note: This class should be fun. And there will obviously be a lot of discussion about the sports 
and games that we love. We will spend a good deal of time looking not only at the history of the 
interrelationship between sport, politics, and society, we will also look at the contemporary 
sporting landscape. And while a passion for sports is important for this class, it is important for 
you to recognize that this will not be a place where we will simply be discussing the scores of 
last night’s games, nor is it merely a place to reveal your prowess in sports trivia. This is a 
serious academic class that will use sports to look at important issues.   
 
Course Schedule: Note: You should have the reading for the week done before class 
Tuesday.  
 
Week One (January 13-15): 

Reading: None 
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Week Two (January 20-22): 
Reading: Amidon, pp. ix-71. 

 
Week Three (January 27-29): 

Reading: Amidon, 72-148. 
 
Week Four (February 3-5): 

Reading: Amidon, 149-198. 
 

Week Five (February 10-12): 
Reading: Amidon, 199-231; Fox, 1-12. 
Paper #1 Due in Class, Thursday, February 12. 

 
Week Six (February 17-19): 

Reading: Fox, 13-140. 
Cricket World Cup Country Assignment Due In Class Tuesday, February 17. 

 
Week Seven (February 24-26): 

Reading: Fox, 141-316. 
 

Week Eight (March 3-5): 
 Reading: Fox, 317-332.

Paper #2 Due in Class, Thursday, March 5. 
 

Spring Break: March 9-13! 
 
Week Nine (March 17-19):  
 Reading: Walters, xi-152. 

  
Week Ten (March 24-26): 

Reading: Walters, 153-295. 
   

Week Eleven (March 31-April 2): 
 Reading: Walters, 296-319. 

Paper #3 Due in Class, Thursday, April 2. 
  
Week Twelve (April 7-9): 
 Reading: Powell, 1-107. 
 Cricket World Cup Second Project Due in Class, Tuesday, April 7. 
   
Week Thirteen (April 14-16): 
 Reading: Powell, 108-193. 

Group Project – Details TBA. 
  
Week Fourteen (April 21-23):  
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 Reading: Powell, 194-251. 
 Group Project – Continued. 
  
Week Fifteen (April 28-30): 
 Reading: Powell, 252-258. 
 Paper #4 Due in Class, Thursday, April 28. 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday, May 5, 12:30-2:30, Details TBA.  
 
Readings, Class Attendance, Assignments, and Miscellany: 
 
*  This class will combine lectures, discussions, presentations, films and other approaches to 
history. Participation is a big part of the course evaluation process and as a consequence, 
attendance is necessary for success. The course will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30-
1:45. It is essential that you do all of the reading for class because there will be a great deal of 
discussion, and hopefully debate, that stems from the assignments. These are all good books – 
well written, engaging, and important – so hopefully the assignments will not be a chore. 
 
Of course questions, comments, and rigorous (but civil) debate are always welcome at anytime.   
 
* This is designed to be a reading-and-writing-intensive course.  
I will hand out topics for the papers prior to the due date. Papers are to be three to four pages in 
length unless otherwise indicated. Writing matters, no matter the discipline in which you are 
majoring, so proofread your papers thoroughly (understand that spell check is merely a first line 
of defense), and make sure that they are clear, well-organized, and pursue a logical argument. 
There will also be an exam, which will be largely essay-based. 
 
* A hint on the reading: The course reading is intended to supplement the lectures, films and 
the like. The books I have chosen focus on particular themes or ideas in the study of American 
presidential politics and should enhance your understanding of this incredibly rich topic in 
American history. Read closely, take notes, rather than just highlight or underline, and do not be 
afraid to ask questions of the reading and be skeptical.  
 
* The standard, regrettable, but necessary caveat emptor: Cheating is bad. Therefore, 
plagiarism, cheating on assignments, and any other form of academic dishonesty will result in 
punishments ranging from a failing grade on an assignment to dismissal from the university. 
Please do not put yourself in a position where we have to deal with this issue. Furthermore, err 
on the side of caution: at this stage of the game, it is better to footnote too excessively than too 
slimly. If an idea, citation, or quotation is not your own, attribute it. Consult your student 
handbook for university policies. 
 
*Excuses: Assignments are due on the dates outlined in the syllabus. Although there may be 
times when something arises and you cannot turn in an assignment on time, these should be rare 
circumstances. You have plenty of fair warning for when projects are due and so getting things 
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turned in on time is crucial. Nonetheless, things sometimes happen unexpectedly, and I am 
willing to work with you if a situation beyond your control arises. 
 
* Disability Statement: Any student who feels that he or she may require assistance for any type 
of physical or learning disability should consult with me as soon as possible.  To request 
academic accommodations for a disability contact the PASS Office in the Mesa Building Room 
1160, 432-552-2631 or email johnson_ke@utpb.edu .  Students are required to provide 
documentation of disability to PASS Office prior to receiving accommodations. 
 
* If you are having troubles, please speak to me. Even if you are not having troubles, come and 
speak to me. That is why I am here.  
 
Grading: Grading in this course will be rigorous but fair. I have high, but certainly attainable, 
expectations for you, as you should have for yourselves. The breakdown is as follows: 
 
In-Class Discussion: 10% 
Mid-Term Papers: 40% (10% each) 
Mid-Term Projects: 20% (10% Each)  
Group Project: 20% 
Exam: 10%  

 
I do take class participation seriously. Our discussions are times for you to show that you 

have read, absorbed, thought about and engaged with the materials. This is your chance to ask 
questions, to learn from one another, to debate, to disagree, and to follow whatever paths we 
choose. If you come to class prepared and ready to interact you should be able to do well on the 
class participation component of this course.  
 
 

If after receiving your assignments back from me you have questions about the grades, I 
will be more than willing to talk to you about them. However, keep a few things in mind: There 
is a 24 hour cooling off period between when you receive a graded assignment and when I will 
speak to you about it. This will give you a chance to read over comments, to see where I may 
have marked you down, and to determine whether you are upset about the grade I gave you or 
with your performance. It is certainly possible that I may make errors in grading your work. If I 
do so, I will revisit my work. This is not, nor should it be, an antagonistic process.  

 
Enjoy the class, good luck, and feel free to come speak with me at any point in the term.  
 

• I reserve the right to adjust the syllabus at any point in the semester if I feel that it 
will help improve the course.  

• There is one major rule that prevails in my classes: No New York Yankee hats. If 
anyone has a problem with this we can simply have a no hat policy.  
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